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Bao Ninh was born in Hanoi in 
1952. His father was a linguistics 
scholar. Bao Ninh served for the 
Glorious 27th Youth Brigade, a 
troop mainly recruiting young 
people to join the army, and 
lived a military life for six years 
until the end of the Vietnam 
War. Of the five hundreds who 
went to war with the brigade 
in 1969, he is one of the ten 
who survived. After leaving the 
army, he went to study in the 
university in Hanoi, and worked 
at the Vietnamese Academy of 
Science and Technology (VAST) 
after graduation. He published 
his first novel The Sorrow of War 
in 1991, which was translated 
into 15 languages and won The 
Independent Foreign Fiction 


Award in 1994. Bao Ninh joined 
the Vietnam Writers' Association 
in 1997. He is regarded as one of 
the most representative Vietnam 
writers in the international 
literature scene. 
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ftq°pf£S PUBLISHED WORKS CHRONOLOGY 

1987 Trai Bay Chu Lun Seven Dwarfs Farm I 

1991 N6i Buon Chien Tranh The Sorrow of War I US/MSi 

2006 Chuyen Xua Ket Di Bi/crc Chira? 

Old Problems, Can Be Finished? I JSil'M RM. 

2008 Chuyen Ke Trong Luc Bi Tac Bi/crng 

Transcripts Are Counted When Blocked I Wm'hMM 

2013 Bao Ninh Bao Ninh I JsSIchlSH 

2015 Nhu'ng Bai Bao Cua Bao Ninh 
Articles by Bao Ninh I JSJJ'MSIt 
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Gid day till a lai nhung ngay thang cuoi cung cua ddi 
bo doi long toi vo han mot nfti buon till o' sau lang. Ke 
tir ngay sau dinh cao cua hanh phuc ngay Chien Thing 
tdi buoi chieu ngay horn nay, ngay va dem hoa binh 
lung 16 troi chay ma d6i ng6i thi troi qua mau. Khi don 
toi tu mat tran trd ve cha me con cha hu trf vay ma bay 
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’!?>-<§¥ RC/a Tay Gac Kiem 


R^kKIP Rite Tay Gac Kiem 


gib cha me da ngoai bay moi. Anh em ruot thit mbi ng- 
6'i mbi phong va tham thoat luong tuoi ca roi. Con trai 
toi tet nay da bang tuoi toi ngay nhap ngu. Vo toi, von 
doc tieng la tre lau nhng bbi nSng ma song gio sinh ke 
doan trbng nay cung khong con doc tre nh may nam tr- 
dc nua. Toi Ian loi kiem song, trai nhieu nghe, rot cuoc 
thanh nha van, song van chong gi toi, viet lach da 
chang bao nhieu lai chang ra the nao, chi to ngay mot 
them lac long va ngay mot them bo pho. I’hoi gian va 
cuoc song nhan chim toi. 

Neu nh doc phep lam lai nhi. Biet lam lai til dau. Qua 
khir luc met luc to. Bai be nong dau vat doi sao dbi da 
lap mat loi toi ve vbi chi Ion nam xa, vbi thbi trai tre 
vinh quang, vbi cuoc dau tranh gian kho. Hoi hong bao 
nam dai tran mac chang con tarn tfeh. Ngay den nhifng 
ky vat quan ngu cung theo nhau mat dan. Ba 16, tang 
vong, hai bo to chau, mot doi dep due, chiec mu tai 
beo, roi so quan ba, giay clurng thong, th tit, nhat ky. 


34 


Tat ca da mai mot. Khong phai la do toi de that lac ma 
boi n6i ngoi linh chien trong toi khong con trong toi 
nua. 

Anh em dong doi kien gia nhat phan, hang nam trbi 
khong lan xum hop, khong khoi quen dan mat nhau. 
Dao trbe chang can phai ch6 ban be, chang can phai la 
cung don vi, chi can biet ngoi do goc gac linh chong 
My, tirng chien dau 6 B2, 6 B3, 6 Mat tran K, 6 Canh 
Dong Chum, 6 co thanh Quang Tri, thi dii moi chi lan 
dau gap go, toi da lap tire thay thien cam, co the noi da 
danh ngay mot tinh than ai day thien vi cho ngoi anh 
em cha may quen biet ay. Nhng dan dan cai thoi pham 
tuc cua dbi song thi thanh than nhien va tan te nay da 
khien toi khong con muon xich gan vao vbi bat ky ai. 
Tham chi toi da gan nh quen han di rang ong trbng 
phong to chirc noi toi dang lam viec chinh la dong chi 
trbng xe chiec T54 da dhn dau trung doi xung kich 
chung toi dot pha cua mb Lang Cha Ca tan cong phi tr- 


35 


RC/a Tay Gac Kiem 


R^kKIP Rite Tay Gac Kiem 


bng Tan Son Nhat. Timg sat canh ben nhau, song chet 
co nhau mot tlioi nh vay ma giua cube bon chen kich 
liet hom nay 1dm luc giap mat cham vai chdng chao. 

Nh the da hoan toan bo bang dl vang, hon hai chuc 
nam trbi sau chien tranh hom nay toi mdi mot chuyen 
trb lai Sai Gon. Khi vita tit cau thang may bay dat chan 
xuong mat be tong db'ng bang, toi chat thay trong long 
nhoi len mot dieu gi do khong ro la dieu gi, mot dieu 
gi do da say ngu tit lau gict day being cua minh. Mot 
dam may thdm mau tat qua ddi mat trbi nga mot bong 
ram mb tren phi dao menh mong ndng chieu. Trong 
choc lat, dbng nh co mot khong gian khac va mot thbi 
gian khac dap canh xuong san bay lam hien hinh len 
trong tarn tri toi toan canh Tan Son Nhat cua mot ngay 
cuoi thang T xa tham thub xa. Nhng tat ca chi la ao anh 
trong chbp mdt. Tieng gam cua mot chiec Bo-ing dang 
chay lay da chii khong phai tieng gam thet long trbi 
cua cube tan cong. Phi trbng trai rong, mot coi bao la, 
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sach tinh, sang loang. Chi co cai lau chi huy khong lu 
la dau vet duy nhat ngay xa bay gib toi con nhan ra. 
Nhng la quan ky Quyet Thdng cua s 10 ma vira nay t- 
bng chirng vdn thay do tren dinh lau, cuon cuon tung 
bay trong gib, mot chbp mdt thbi toi da khong con thay 
nua. Toi nhin quanh. Dau la hbng ddn vao trai Mac 
Vi ? Va dau la khu vuc trai Da Vit, vi tri ket thiic chien 
tranh ciia trung doan 24 ? Tai do trung doan trbng Vu 
Tai, ngbi anh ca than yeu, sung ngdn trong tay cung 
tieu doi chiing toi tit quanh thap xe tang ita xuong lao 
vao vong tay giang ra mtmg don cua cac cam tit quan 
Phai doan bon ben. Nbc mdt de danh cho ngay gap mat 
tong da khoc can vbi nhau roi vao gib phut tuyet dinh 
dbi ngbi, gib phut dat rong trbi cao long ngbi nhap mot 
ay, la sao bay gib lai tran mi, nong rue va nhoi dau nh 
kim cham trong trbng mdt. 
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Nhung ngay vui chien thing qua di, bao nhieu xuc cam 
manh liet cua buoi ban dau hoa binh dan ling xuong. 
Toan s doan hoc vao tho'i ky mdi nhiem vu mdi, tieu 
doan nay tien gap ra bien gidi chan quin Pon Pot, tieu 
doan kia chuyen sang lam kinh te, hoac la phan tan ve 
cac vung mdi giai phong go min, san lap ho bom, lam 
cong tac dan van, hoac nh tdi trd lai chien trdng Tay 
Nguyen thu gom hai cot dong doi. Chang may toi bi 
sot ret ac tinh vat khi dang tham gia doi cong tac tir si 
trong rilng ram Dong Sa Thay. Dqc true thing da ve Sai 
Gon, toi nim dieu tri d quan y vien, den khi binh phuc 
khong tref lai don vi nua ma vao trai an dong, in khong 
ngoi roi dqi ngay giai ngu. 

Trai an dong nay von la doanh trai cua mot trong dao 
tao can bo binh dinh, nim ben ho mot dong song Ion. 
Song ndc mua ma bien khu trai thanh mot hon dao. 
Nhieu dem ndc lut bo qua rao kem gai, tran len san, tap 
vao tan them cac ngoi nha du thil tan tich tanh tori cua 
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quin chien bai d lai tit mua kho, con vong vai ciing 
khip trong trai va trong cac don hot cong su ham hao 
xo xinh bui bd hang hoc dqc hai ben bd song. Giua 
mot dem ma nh thac do co mot cai va ly nho, nhe, vo 
khong tham ndc, mong nhng rat cirng, sau nhieu ngay 
lenh benh tren song da troi tdi cira phong chung toi. 
Ngoai hang xap day cop xanh le tien My va tien nguy, 
trong va ly nhet mot bo 11 phuc cap dai ta dqc dung 
bing loai vai cue sang, mac du da am xi nhng mau vai 
tring khong he bi o, vln con nguyen nep, con nguyen 
Ion ngit, quin ham, diy thao va rung reng ca md boi 
tinh dip day nguc ao. Lai co mot buoi sang no, khi ra 
hien tap the due chung tdi kinh hai nom thay mot cai 
xac dan ba chet troi mic can ngay ddi them. Chay lao 
xuong tarn cap, dinh than nhin. Te ra la mot ngdi tinh 
cao su cua linh Sai Gon do ndc lut moi len tir mot cai 
lo cot nao do va chang hieu sao cha bi xi hoi, mong 
nguc diti ve vln phong cing, be bet bun dat rong reu, 
nom phat ghe. 


39 


RC/a Tay Gac Kiem 


R«Rr<iS Rite Tay Gac Kiem 


Cha nam nao muc ndc song cao nh nam ay. Mua ma 
hoa binh cung dai e am chang khac nhung mua ma 
trong chien tranh. Quang canh nhung ngay thang Nam 
rue rd ndng nhfrng chd cho tiet thu le the hoang hon. 
Ndc tran lenh lang va ma roi toi ngay. Tieng ma roi 
tren mai ton khi nho hat thi nghe nh tieng con trung 
ren ri, khi nang hat thi gam gao cao xe vo mang tai. 
Bao nhieu cac thu rau cu chung toi tang gia doc deu 
chet ting, chi sot lai co rau muong. San bong lam ra 
day nhng roi ngap bun khong bong da bong chuyen gi 
doc. Khong khi nh ong ndc, ngay ca trong buong cung 
n ho nhb mot tliii song lam toa ra til ngbi ngo'm va quan 
ao. 

Tuy nhien ay la mot mua ma an nhan va no du. Ngoai 
tien " cita rimg " con co long bong. Trung si nh toi 
cong them tham nien doc nam chuc dong m6i thang du 
de thoai mai tra thuoc. Quan trang dqc thay mbi toan 
bo. Cac do nhu yeu pham hang thang va bua an hang 
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ngay het sue tom tat. Chit nhat nao anh nuoi cung dai 
toan trai mot chau an toi. Nhat la vao nhung ky 11 lat, 
com ndc rat thinh soan. Quoc Khanh lan thu ba moi 
lien hoan linh dinh. Trai cho nga hai con heo, thit tha e 
he, con chat cay thi chiing toi chung tien ra thanh pho' 
khuan ve vo thien lung. Thong uy bac si chit nhiem trai 
an dong cung du vui vdi chung toi. Ong ting khaiu mot 
bai luc bat ho hao gin giu pham chat tot dep cita ngdi 
chien si Giai phong quan d moi noi moi luc. Rpu doc 
rot tran nhung bat B52. Nua dem, trdc khi tan tiec, ca 
khu trai rung chuyen va loe loe chop giat. Mot day dai 
chuc met phao coi, phao tep, phao dung, va ca phao 
thang thien nua khong hieu quan ta moi doc dau ra ma 
lam the, noi nhau no loan len, dinh tai nhirc oc. Dau oc 
da la da, da guc mat xuong ban chuc ngu, toi giat ban 
minh, choang day. Ngo rang bi tap kich, toi vat ngdi 
nhao sap xuong san tranh dan va trdn that nhanh vao 
mot goc tdng... 
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Cho den cuoi thang Chin troi v5n la cha ma roi. KhSp 
noi lay bun, khong gian mot mau dung due, thang ngay 
bi nen lai do'i vom may. Toi nam bn tren gibng, nhoc 
nhdn nha nhung dong van chong nang nh do chi ciia 
mot ong Sbn-gie-nit-xn nao do, cuu si quan Hong 
quan. Cuon tieu thuyet cua ong ta va nhieu cuon khac 
nua chftng toi da bbi doc trong mot lan lao dong lam 
tong ve sinh khu trai. Chung toi phat hien dbi tang ham 
toa nha chinh mot cai kho toi om day u sach bao giay 
ma da moc meo. Chi mbi minh Tu, mot tay mot sach, 
nguyen sinh vien trbng Tong Hop la khong ngai rue 
vao do, ngup lan luc tim trong bui, tha ve phong mot 
bao tai nang chich nhung cuon tieu thuyet cha bi moi 
xong. Nhng bbi tat ca deu rat mot noi thoi tha muc nat 
van chong chong cong, chu nghla toi tarn, mb am, noi 
dung lao toet, ft ai kien nhdn doc noi qua nira trang, 
chat giay lai khong hop de van thuoc va kho thi qua 
nho de goi boc mot thit gi, thanh thu dong sach cua Tu 
chang may ai buon ngo, du rang no eft voi di. Ngbi ta 
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thay cac mdu vun cua nhung Chu Tit, nhung Xuan Vu, 
nhung gi gi do nua quanh chb dung dieu cay va trong 
nha bep, trong nha cau. 

Chftng toi bi ma mua nbc lut cam chan, chlng di choi d 
qc dau ca, chi quanh quan trong khuon vien cua trai. 
Danh bai, choi cb, tu quan lai dau lao tan doc, bat dai 
that to om xom nghe tho nghe nhac. Nhng \4ti khong 
the at han dqc nbi bubn mua ma. Khong khi bt at, ue 
oai nh ngam vao xong lam cho da de mai khong hong 
hao len nbi. Hoi am cung canh nhan rbi khien chftng 
toi phai lam quen lai vbi du cac thft om dau lat vat thbi 
binh. Co horn gia nua trai nhftc dau so mui phai bao 
chao. Nghien each chua tri binh dan cua ba con trong 
Nam nhieu tay ngbi lftc nao cung thorn hdc mui dau 
nhi thien dong, tran bam vet cao gib va Ing day nhung 
dau giac hoi. 
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Dem nao b gibng ben canh gib'ng toi Khong cung 
nghien rang, noi mb va ren ri. Anh khong la to, chi it 
trong day hong, khe khe va dai dang. Ban ngay, nom 
anh hoan toan binh thong, khong khoe hon cung khong 
yeu hon moi ngbi. Tfnh net anh hon hau, cbi mb va 
cung ham vui chir tuyet nhien khong phai con ngbi 
nhieu u uan. Song cii den nira dem... Khong bao rang 
hoi dang danh nhau chang he bi nh vay, chi tit hoa 
binh, nhap trai an dong mbi sinh ra the. Thudc men 
chang ich gi bbi nhitng con vat va hang dem ay khong 
phai la do nhitng cac vet thong tai phat ma la dau dbn 
cua giac mo. Trong giac ngu, Khong mo thay lai cam 
giac dau cita nhitng lan bi thong trbc day. Ngbi chi huy 
trinh sat litng danh nay cita Mat tran B3 da vao tran 
ngay tit miia kho dau tien bo binh My tham chien b 
Tay Nguyen. An dan hang chuc lan, vb thit toac xong 
xoi mau, tuy nhien cha lan nao la mot vet tit thong cho 
nen lan nao guc nga, dil nang den dau, cuoi cung roi 
Khong cung nghien rang gong day doc va lai trb ve vbi 
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doi trinh sat cua minh. Dbng nh la chien tran da nang 
do anh, giup anh diu dau dbn, dbng nh la cac thong 
tich trong mita kho sau da khoa lap di thong tich nhitng 
mua kho trbc. Va bay gib, hang dem, trong giac ngu, 
Khong nh the lan hoi duyet lai cac vet thong, lan lot, tit 
dau, tirng vet thong mot, tirng nbi dau. Bac si cua trai 
cho ring khong co gi dang so, nhitng con thong giac 
trong tiem thirc se dan dan bi ngan lai. Song ai ma biet 
cluic doc. Khi dang mb mat thao lao thi con dit sue 
gang gong quen di moi su nhng da ngu thiep di roi thi 
ai ma co the da tay ra can lai mong mi. 

Chang rieng gi Khong, tat ca anh em trong phong deu 
it nhieu gap phai nhitng ac mong di chung tit tran mac. 
Bao gib cung la nhitng ac mong sinh dong. Tti chang 
han, luon song lai vbi trai bom CBU nem xuong ritng 
cao su Xuan Loc. Ham sap va Tu u b ngat thb, thay 
minh bi chon song. Con toi, toi mo thay ma thuoc doc, 
mo thay nhitng ritng gia tren sbn Ngoc Bb Bieng bi bon 
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My bien thanh nhu'ng dai ngan cui kho. H6i do, suot 
may thang rbng, ngay nao cung vay, bau trbi Ngoc Bb 
Bieng luon hien hinh nhu'ng chiec Caribou C123 cham 
cham trbn theo cac son niii, til tir va ky long tha ma doc 
tbi bt rilng xanh. Nhng vao ngay dau tien, gib dau tien 
chung toi khong kip hieu la bon My gib tro gi, khdng 
ai biet dieu kinh khiing gi da xay ra. Tieng dong co i i 
ue oai cua may bay van tai chlng lam ai lu tarn. Khu 
rimg dai doi chung toi tru dem mac du la rung tha nhng 
an minh kin dao trong mot cai thung nho lot sau giua 
bon be nui cao, phi phao kho long nen trung. Song linh 
cam ve mot su bat trac buoc chung toi phai rbi vong. 
Mat toi lanh lanh am bt. Nhung hat nbc li ti, cay cay, 
bam tren mi mat. Toi vuot mat, dui mat, chat vat ngoi 
day, ngap dai, db dan bbc ra khoi vbng, toan than moi 
dir, met nhoc khac thong. Tieng may bay khong con 
ngay tren dau nira nhng van tir dau db xa xa u u vong 
tbi. Long rirng mb mit song mu. Tuy nhien, khong phai 
song. Co le la khoi, nhng la mot thu khoi bt nhoet va 
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dac set. Cac mai tang che tren nhung canh vong deu bt 
dim hoi nbc va dinh day la rung. Toe tai, mat may, vai 
ao, lng ao cua tbi cung vay, on bt, kho chiu. Nhung ng- 
bi khac cung the. Linh trang ngam hoi nbc nom iu xiu. 
Tbi da ban tay lam tarn nhung hat nbc len gan mui. 
Chlng thay mui gi ca. Nhng tai sao trong khong khi lai 
ngan ngat mot mui gi la la, tua nh mui nbc bi oi khoi. 
Tbi ngbc len, nhin. Rirng dang db la. Mai rung troc 
tirng mang rong, lb ra, rung xuong nh bi lot da. Khong 
mot phay gib, cay coi bat dong vay ma toi ta chlng 
khac nao dang trong mot tran dong rung. Mot tran 
dong rirng cam lang, lay chuyen ngan cay nhng ma lai 
im phang phde. La, hoa, qua va ca cac canh con nira 
trut nh ma song khong mot tieng xao xac. Chang phai 
la vang chang phai la xanh, la to la nho tat ca deu la 
nhu'ng xac chet tham xit va uhau nhl nh bi vo. Co dbi 
day rirng cung dang ru chet, nga dep xuong va da bit 
dau bien mau... Trbc db, cung nh sau db, doc dbng 
chien tranh, tbi da trai qua nhu'ng tinh the con boi phan 
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ghe so hon. Tuy nhien am sau nhat vao tam trf toi den 
tron dbi vdn la canh tang thien nhien bi bon My giet 
hai mot each rung ran nh the trong cai thang Mau Da 
Cam ay. 

Cho nen, toi cung thbng nam mo thay nhung ten My. 
Khong phai tat ca nhung am hinh trong ma deu la anh 
em dong dpi. Co nhung giac ma that ky la, trong do chi 
toan gap nhung bong ma quan thu. Chung lung thung 
di xuyen qua tong, em nh ru bo'c vao phong, lqn sat 
dau gidng toi nam. Phan da chi nhe nhe diSu phot qua, 
nhng cung co vai bong nan na dung lai, he cita man ra, 
va pha hai thd lanh toat, cui sat xuong, nh the muon 
nhan mat toi. Cho den tan bay gib, ngay sau lng toi, cai 
chet cua nhung ke thii do con nam mdc ca lai day tai 
chinh nhung thbi diem ma chung da bi toi bdt gap. 
Chung da gap phai toi trong tam dan tieu lien. Thetng la 
khong kip nhin ro mat, nhng so phan chting toi vdn con 
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kip mai mai quen bifist nhau nhd vao cai tich tdc nhay 
co, toi nhanh hon chung va chung cham hon toi. 

Ten So Mot, ten So Hai, ten So Ba, toi dat ten cho 
chung nh the. Ha dqc mot ten, toi dung mui dao gam 
khde mot vach len bang sung. Khau sung cua toi, mot 
khdu tieu lien san xuat nam 1966. So sung 0239466. 
Khi toi dqc phat, no la mot khdu sung con trinh 
nguyen. Nhng cha tron mot mua kho, trong tay toi, no 
da la mot cd may khet let, vdi nhung vet khde nham 
nho tren bang g6. 

Trdc do cung nh sau nay, khong co thu' do vat nao dqc 
toi su' dung thanh thuc cho bdng cai khau AK47 nha 
dan nhanh nh clidp ay. Dmh phai dan AK so ngbi rdn 
cang an nup chdc chdn sau mu sdt cung chi con la qua 
da bb. Ca bo mat hay la gia nira bo mat vang tung toe. 
Nhung ten My cao lbn la nhirng muc tieu 16 16. Dan 
choc vao lng, pha ra lam vb toang long nguc. Mau oc 
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chay va ngdi chet nh la dap denh noi len tren cai ao 
mau cua chfnh minh. Toi lay chan hat ngu'a cai xac nh 
lat mot tarn nem. Vet thong kinh khung. Ca mot dong 
thit bi dao len. Nhttng manh vun xom xop cua buong 
phoi dlnh bet tren dam long bung bay nhay mau. Ngdi 
chet rat to beo, da thit nuc nfch, trang on, lorn xom 
long la, nhng con tre mang. Gong mat khdng bi day 
mau nom non not, doi milt md to, xanh biec. Co le day 
la mau da troi noi que hong y vao tiet thang T cuoi 
xuan dau ha nay. Y di sau ciing dpi hinh hang doc cua 
toan tuan tra ven dong 19. Cdi tran trung true, sung deo 
xe ben vai, nong chuc xuong, trl nai, y vita di vita huyt 
sao, thinh thoang gay mui giay da nghich nhttng hon 
soi tren dong. Khi y vira di ngang qua, thi toi, ngdi phit 
kin la nguy trang, tit mot bui mam xoi d chan doi ven 
Id, du'ng phat day, nhay co, nha " pam- pam " mot diem 
xa hai phat lam hieu lenh. Nhu'ng ten khac trong tieu 
dpi cua y con kip phan itng, no sung chong tra roi nidi 
bi giet, nhng y thi chet the khac. Linh My thdng chet 
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nh vay, xuat ky bat y, bat die ky tir. Luc dang ngu say, 
mot qua luu dan lan vao leu bat. Khi dang qui trdc 
cong su cau nguyen vao buoi sdm mai. Dang cham mot 
dieu thuoc. Dang quam quap nhai keo cao su. Dang da 
binh tong len mieng. Ca trung dpi dang tran truong no 
nghich tdm tap ddi voi ndc phun xoi xuong tit true 
thang, mot ten bdng khung ngdi, dau goi gap lai nh bi 
dat nuot. Tham chi khong nghe thay ca phat sung bin 
tia. Than chet cua quan My vo hinh vo anh. 

*** 

Ngay sang dau thang Nam, con chot trong san bay Tan 
Son Nhat, toi da bien gap mot la th giti ra Ha Noi bao 
tin con song. Nhng cii' nh la dang trong thdi chien, mai 
cuoi thang 10 sip doc ra quan den noi roi toi mdi nhan 
doc th nha. Khong chi la th. Quan bu trao cho toi hin 
mot bu kien nang ky roi, cua me. Nhng, khi md ra thi 
that khong the tin noi. Goi qua da doc gui di tir tan dau 
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mua he nam 73. Ca trai an dong truyen nhau xem cai 
goi qua tir qua khtr ay. No da truan chuyen qua bao 
nhieu thang ngay, lu lac qua hai thd'i dai. Me toi da bao 
goi rat ky. Hai lot ni long day, mot lot giay xi mang. 
Song ngan dam mua kho dbng Trong Son lut trong lua, 
mua ma thi sinh thoi, rira nat ddi bun sau, th me chang 
con chu nao doc doc, keo chay ndc, thuoc la moc meo, 
banh bich qui vita ra, chi co kim chi, da lira, drill cao 
con ho la con dung tot va se la vo cung qui gia neir nh 
dang trong chien tranh. 

Trong chien tranh, co lan, vao cuoi mua ma, xac cua 
mot ngdi linh quan bu tir vung nui cao phia tay da xuoi 
theo dong lu song Po Co troi ve, tap vao mot bai lau 
gan chfi don vi toi tru quan. Thi the anh bi dan dai lien 
khoan toac ra nhung 16 thiing Ion. Anh chet da nhieu 
ngay, than the ngam lau doi ndc da bien dang va bi ca 
ria tung toe. Co le anh bi true thang vo khi dang vqt 
qua mot doan suoi nao do tren thong nguon. Cai b6ng 
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vai du chat cling th bam tren lng anh 16 ch6 vet dan. Th 
tir chay ndc, dt nhoet mau muc va mau mau. Ngay 
nhung buc th khong bi dan xe thi dia chi va ten tuoi 
tren phong bi cung da bi ndc got di het, chi con mb mb 
dau vet cai trien mau do cua bu dien cac tinh ngoai 
Mien Bac. Danh phai de tat ca nhung la th vo chu ay d- 
qc chon theo thi the cua ngbi linh quan bu vo danh. Tir 
do toi khong viet th ve nha va cung dut khoat khong 
ban long mong ngong th nha ntra. Th tu’ cua linh lanh it 
dir nhieu, toi co cam giac the. Ngay ca khi da hoa binh 
roi. 

Cung dot toi nhan doc goi qua cua me, trong phong 
con co Quang cung doc th. Mac du Quang rat cham 
viet th nhng cung giong nh toi den mai bay gib anh 
mdi doc hoi am. Song la th cho anh hay mot cai tin rat 
te. Vq anh da bo nha theo trai. Co ta tang tiu vdi mot 
ga thuy thu dbng song, den n6i mang bau nen phai bo 
lang ban xdi theo ga vao Nam ngay sau ngay hoa binh. 
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Bi phai cai tin dieng ngbi ay, Quang to ra binh tlnh. 
Anh thong cam vbi vp. " Lay nhau nidi doc co bay 
ngay la td len dd'ng di Be. Nh vay la co ay da phai vo 
vo chiu dung nhung nidi nam gidi co le chii nao it oi gi 
dau, the ma Stic ngcri thi co han - Quang diem dam ly 
giai mot each phan minh - Them nua nha td lai ke ngay 
mot ben song nhbn nhip, til xii thuyen be qua lai, su the 
nh the tat phai xay ra. Trach ai dqc bay gib. Thoi thi su 
da vay thi danh vay, td chang thiet !". Mieng anh noi 
vay nhng bung anh noi khac. Dem dem, giua canh 
khuya, Quang chi toan nam mong thay ke boi bac, anh 
nac len ten co ta va vita ren it vita noi lam nham. Co 
dem toi nghe thay trong man anh vang ra tieng khoc 
thut thit sut sit. Vq chong anh cha co con, nhng co tdi 
mot nira nhung thu trong ba 16 cua anh la do chai. Con 
lai la qua cho vq. Thinh thoang chiing tdi vSn thay anh 
loay hoay het do ra lai xep vao, nhung xap vai va 
nhung cuon len, nhung md do lot mong manh lua la co 
vien dang ten, roi nhung lo ndc hoa ty xiu, nhung voc 
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hat trai, hat cbm, nhung vong deo tay, deo co long la 
long lanh. Anh chang tra, chang thuoc, chang uong r- 
qu, de danh dqc ca mot cue tien. Va ngay ngay anh bo 
that nhieu thi gib cam cui ngdi viet cho vq nhung hire 
th that dai, gan nh la mdi ngay mot bite, nhng khong 
giri, ton lai thanh mot xap day. Cho mai tbi buoi chieu 
trbe horn tit gia chung tdi de len dbng ve que, lang lang 
Quang mang xap th ay di xuong bb song, lin lot gib 
tirng bite ra ngdi dqc lai, dqc di dqc lai, roi cham rai xe 
nho, rdc xuong nbc, nh the tha mdi nuoi ca. Nhung 
manh tinh cam nat vun xuoi thanh mot vet trdng troi 
ngang qua chd tdi va Tii buong cau. Nhieu manh vbng 
vao phao. Tii bao : 

- That dung la nhung biic tinh th giri cho ca chep 

Horn ay, dqc mot buoi chieu bdng nhien tanh ma, trbi 
quang may, the gian hung ming, tdi va Tu bb choi bai, 
mb ra song ngdi cau. Virng dong 16 ra trong trbi chieu. 
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Khong gian tran ngap nhung dot song vang lap lanh lan 
theo chieu gid, trai tur tay sang dong. Cac dong chan 
trdi dctng nh doc ndi rong ra. Khdp noi, cuoc song 
thanh blnh muon mang tr6i day trong buoi hoang hon 
thoang dang, ddi gam trdi tu do. Toi nghe thay tieng 
thd dai khoan khoai cua dong song. Chieu hom nay 
mua kho tua ho da ap sat bd ben kia. May mu bao ngay 
tan di, mat ndc nh song lai. Ben kia song, phia trdi xa, 
thanh pho vl dai bam day nSng chieu va hoi am dang 
cham rai xoay mat ve hdng vitng dong dang tir til 
xuong thap. Doc con id ngang qua dong trong nhung 
chiec xe van tai trong nh dang bay id lung trong song. 

Ngoi ca buoi chang cau dqc gi nhng toi va Tu chi quay 
ve khi nha an thuc keng bao gid com. Tieng dui sat dap 
vao vo gang cua qua bom cam vang doi, lan xa tren 
mat song bat ngat chilu ta. Di qua chd Quang dang 
ngoi ngay lang toi keo anh cung ve. Tu noi dua: 
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- Ngay mai tdi phien anh dqc ra Bdc roi vay ma 
hom nay dinh tram minh hay sao the, anh Quang ? 

Ngdi Quang gay nhom, vo vang, lng gu gu. 

- Td cha dinh vi que - Quang noi - T6 con phai di 
tim co ay. Td !Bse di khdp moi mien, se di tim dqc theo 
cac con song. Kho khan den the nao td cung se gap d- 
qc. Vdi lai bay gid da mua kho roi, se do kho khan 
hon. 


- Phai roi, da mua kho... 

Khi mua kho den, tinh the nhat dinh se phai kha len, ay 
la niem hy vong dqc lap di lap lai da trd thanh nh la 
mot thoi quen, hoac co the ndi, nh la mot tin dieu cua 
tat ca nhung ngdi linh da trai nhieu nam chien trdng. 
Mua ma am u ddu dai bat tan nhng roi cung den luc 
phai ngng. Va the la cung vdi vung dong rue rd, cung 
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vdi khung canh nlng rao, long ngdi lai tr6i day niem 
tin tdng quen thuoc ring moi su se tot dep len va cuoc 
song se lai bit dau ddi anh mat trcri. 

Lan dau tien sau non nua nam song chung buong vdi 
nhau 6 trai an dang, toi thay Quang khong u ru. Buoi 
toi hom do, trong cuoc nhau chung toi to chue de tiln 
anh, anh uong nhieu, va ddng nh boi phan hang len. 

- To da nglm ky roi. Mai mot khi da tim doc 
nhau, vq chong to se d lai luon trong nay chtr khong trd 
ra Bac, - Anh mo mong - Trong Nam nay, dat dai ddng 
ruong vo van, song ho cung menh mong bat ngat, lo gi 
khong chon nong than. Vdi lai, ngdi dan trong nay hop 
tmh vdi lmh minh. Ho khong co hu, dung khong. Va 
ho rat rong long... 

Horn sau, Quang khoac ba 16 rdi trai song khong len 6 
to ma mot minh cuoc bo. Va khong di ve phla thanh 
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pho, khong di len hdng blc, cham rai anh di xuoi ddng 
song, ling lang bit dau cuoc rong ruoi ddng trdng di 
tim lai ngdi than yeu thud xa va di tim mien nong than 
mdi. 

May bua sau den lot Khong. Rdi Tu. Trai an ddng van 
dan. Khong co nhieu nhung dc hen gap lai. Lang le 
chung toi xiet chat tay nhau, nhin vao mlt nhau tham 
an ui va dong vien nhau lan chot. Chung toi da tung 
ddng dao biet bao va hung manh biet bao. Va chung toi 
khong phai chi la mot dao quan, chung toi con la ca 
mot su nghiep ldn lao, mot su ddng long vi dai. Gib 
day, mdi ngdi mdi nga, beo dat may troi, song long da 
khong doi thay, ly tong chien dau chay bong suot thdi 
trai tre se con sang mai den tron ddi anh em chung toi. 
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Tide hom roi trai ft lau, tinh cd toi da doc gap Loan, 
ngdi ban gai cung pho va cung I dp ngay xa. Co van 
quan phuc, ham thieu uy quan y, toe cat ngan, ngdi gay 
top, xanh tai, mang sung ngdn va xa cot theo thap tilng 
mot vi tdng thay thuoc. Toi diing d cua phong, nhac 
thay ai do co net tua nh Loan giua dam quan khach vira 
til 6 to xuong dang di ngang qua san trai, lien goi lieu 
len: " Loan! Loan sua " ! Vay ma dung la Loan that. 
Co giat minh, dung sung lai. Nhan ra toi, ngdi Loan nh 
run len, mat nhot di, moi lay bay mot nu edi yeu dt. 
Toi mdi Loan vao phong. Den hom do quan so cua 
phong con lai co mot toi. Can phong trong vSng va co 
ve gi nh am u. Toi md toang cac cita ra, va quo gon 
man chieu vao goc lay mot chd d dau gidng cho Loan 
ngoi, roi toi pha tra, toi bay banh keo len ban. Ban ke 
ciia so, trong ra vdn. Gio chieu nhe thoi, phang phat h- 
ong thorn va tieng la ri rao. Loan bao la da bao nam roi 
mdi nghe co ngdi goi ten co len kem vdi cai biet danh 
thud hoc tro, cai biet danh ngot ngao va than ai nh vay 
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ma buon edi lam sao hoi ay co lai luon luon coi no la 
mot ldi che nhao tai ac cua bon con trai trong ldp. Bay 
gid thi trai lai, no lam co muon khoc. Chi co dieu bay 
gid co le chi con doc mot nua cua Loan " sua " ngay 
ay, ma cung co the la chftng con gi, Loan bao the. Con 
bon con trai tai ac ngay ay, co noi, thi gid day nao biet 
ai con ai mat. 

Trong khoang thdi gian ngan ngiii mot tieng dong ho, 
klii vi tdng cua Loan di tham suot lot khu trai. Loan va 
toi ngoi canh nhau, ben 6 cua so rong md, ky he dat 
dao va chii'a chan hoai cam, chang khac nao cap uyen- 
ong cua mot mdi tinh gia dang cham rai chuyen tro va 
sdi nhng. Khong de y den thdi khac han huyen dang 
troi qua chong vanh, chung toi mai me tro chuyen vdi 
nhau ve khu pho, ve trdng Bdi, ve ldp 10 C va ve nhung 
ngdi ban thud thieu thdi, mot Ida ban be ma nh Loan 
noi la da cung nhau trdng thanh len trong ham tru an 
va da cung nhau hy sinh d chien trdng. 
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Sau Tet nam Qui Siru 1973, Loan ke the, nam hoa binh 
b Mien Bdc, ngay tro'c ngay nhap ngu Loan doc dir 
cube hop mat cua cac hoc trd cu ldp 10 C to chile tai 
nha co giao chu nhiem. Trong buoi hoi lop ay, canh 
con trai chi co mdi minh Khoa " co chieu ", mcfi tot 
nghiep dai hoc van khoa b Lien Xo ve, con thi toan bon 
con gai. Thanh thu khong khi cua buoi hoi lop nang ndi 
ngam ngui. Vui toi tng bung sao dpc khi ma mot lop 
hoc vang mat den qua nira, va nhat la hi cu' hoi den ai 
trong so nhung ngbi vdng mat thi lai phai nghe tra loi 
rang ngbi do da hy sinh, hoac hinh nh da hy sinh, hoac 
tit lau roi khong tin tire. Tin tile ve cac ban trai cua 
Loan b nhung lcp 10 khac cung vay, va ca a khu pho 
nira. Cho toi horn nay toi gan nh la ngbi duy nhat trong 
dam ban be con trai da ra di ngay ay ma Loan con gap 
lai. 

Thuc ra, ngoai toi, Loan con gap dpc mot ngbi nira 
cung pho, ten la Hai. Hai ngbi gap nhau tai tram phiiu 
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tien phong mat tran Thong Dtlc, mua ma nam 1974. Tr- 
bc klri vao chien trbng, Hai la cong an ho tich b khu 
pho nen thoang thay Loan la anh nhd ra ngay, nhng 
Loan thi trbe day khong he biet Hai, ma d;iu co tirng 
biet cung khong tai nao nhan ra. Hai bi thong rat nang, 
ngbi nat dap ra, ca khuon mat cung vay, chi con chira 
doi mat, mb to, rao hoanh, ngbi len vi dau dbn. Sau 
cuoc giai phiu, khi da tan thu be me, dau dbn tot cung, 
vay ma Hai lai cue do tinh tao. Suot dem, trong can 
ham hau pMu, Loan khong mot liic rbi Hai, co cung 
anh thao tliirc chb dbn binh minh. Ngoai ham ma rirng 
nh thac do va tieng dai bac no khi cap tap khi cam 
canh. Hai bao Loan nam xuong ben canh, anh bao co 
luon tay dbi gay anh de anh dpc nam goi dau len tay 
co. Hai chet lire tang sang, nhng sau khi da chet ngbi 
anh khong cung ra va khong lanh di ngay, ma con lu 
mai hoi am cho den lire Loan go minh khoi thi the cua 
anh. 
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Tdi nhe Mm ban tay Loan. Bong chieu em a va nhung 
ky niem nang triu khien hai chung toi nh me man dan 
di trong ndi dau buon va tinh than ai. Mai den khi 
ngoai san coi 6 to da bam inh len goi Loan, chung toi 
mdi nh sue tinh. anh hoang hon hong rue lua qua 6 cira 
so, trim ngap can phong. Ngoai von cay gio chieu long 
thoi, dao dat song la. Toi giu lay tay Loan, mu chat. 

- Dung, - Loan ndi, tham thi, nhe nhe rut tay ra. 

Lang le chung toi nga vao nhau, roi lang le dirt khoi 
nhau. Loan chay voi ra xe, con toi dung lai trong 
phong. 

Hai hom sau toi nhan to lenh giai ngu. Vinh biet cuoc 
defi bo doi. Toi ra di luc hitng dong. Mat dat am at bap 
bung ddi chan. Tit cong khu trai an dang ma a trong do 
gief day da chi con la nhung day nha gan nh trong viing 
vUn thong tha vang len hoi keng bao thirc quen thuoc 
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cua nhip song quan ngu m6i ngay. Tieng ren cua qua 
bom cam bat dau su trd minh thirc day cua phong canh 
vung ven song. 

Ndng loe chech vao tan mat, toi sup vanh vanh mti coi 
xuong va rao bdc. Mua kho mdi do ma nh the da den 
til lau tren mien ngoai 6 mu mit bui, tren nhung true d- 
bng can c6i, thang duot, khong co loi re con rai rac xac 
xe tang, tren nhung nghla dia ven dong, tren mai nhung 
day nha kho va xdng may da bi lot het ton lop, tren cac 
tarn pa no quang cao an day vet dan lien thanh, tren 
noc nhon nhung ngoi nha thb nhem nhuoc vung ven 
thi, tren cac bet tong sut let, cac cong gach do xieu, tren 
nhung canh cua kmh vo nat, tren nhung bai chp va tren 
san cac xa cang dang dan dan tap nap trd lai. Coi trdi 
Nam sau cong cuoc Thong Nhat drill con nira hoang tan 
nhng da md ra biet bao nhieu la trien vong huy hoang 
cua tong lai xan lan. Chang ddng di tdi tong lai con xa 
vdi vpi nhng ma tuoi ddi cua hriu het anh em chung tdi 
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nliirng chien binh cua cac s doan chien thing con d du 
de doc song tdi ngay cham tay vao tong lai tot dep. 

Chi co dieu, khi da mang nang tren vai dl vang chien 
tranh nang nghin nam tuoi thi du con dang tre den dau, 
doi vdi chung toi phan doi dang song nhat da song roi. 
Neu roi day khong may phai song doi bat hanh thi 
chung toi se tu nhu long riing khong sao ca bdi co tham 
thia gi dau, bdi co ndi kho nao cua ngay hom nay sanh 
bang nhung dau kho da trai qua trong chien tranh, va 
trai lai, mai day du doc song sung sdng tdi the nao 
chung tdi cung biet chang hanh phuc nao bang hanh 
phtic ngay da qua. Chien tranh va dong doi, ay la tinh 
yeu cua chung tdi, ldp tre trong thanh len trong ham trii 
an va lam nen y nghla cuoc ddi minh trong tran mac. 
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Ddi toi, di day di do da nhieu, nhng lai rat hiem 
dip dpc thay Ha Noi. Chi mot lan thud be, roi mot 
lan hoi chien tranh, va may nam sau nay them ddi 
lan iiira. Thanh thir, d Ha Noi, ngoai ho Hoan 
Kiem vdi cau Long Bien, toi chi dai khai biet mot 
ngoi nha la nha ga Hang Co va mot con dong la d- 
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bng xe dien. Nhng, mac du nh vay, m6i khi nhiim 
mat lai nhin sau vao nhu'ng neo dong cua ky li'c 
bao gib toi cung thay hien len, tuy rat dbi mo ho, 
bong dang cua Ha Noi pho xa. Cai thanh pho sau 
thim, xa la, ching chut than thuoc ay tit lau lam 
roi da ling lang an vao dbi toi nh la mot trong 
nhu’ng mien dat than yeu nhat, dau rang day la 
mot tinh than yeu tuong nh khong dau, mot duyen 
no hau nh vo cb. Khong han la mot n6i ni6m ma 
chi la bang quo mot cam giac, khong thanh mot 
cau chuyen ma chi nh la mot mot not sau con v- 
ong lai cua thbi trai tie chien tranh, mot thbi tuoi 
tre da hoan toan mai mot nhng d am vong suot 
dbi. Nh tieng ma roi. Nh tieng gio lua. Nh tieng la 
rung. Ma khong bao gib quen. 

Tit bay toi nay, thbi gian mat di da hai chuc nam 
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tron. Ha Noi thub do vbi Ha Noi bay gib cb le da 
nh la mot trbi mot vuc. 

Ngay ay, tu mat tran Quang Tri, toi lai xe da chi 
huy s doan ra hop b bo t lenh dang dong ngay ria 
thu do. Khi chung toi ra toi noi, thanh pho dang 
ngat trbi bom dan. Day thuc sir la mot cube dung 
dau song mai, mot tran huyet chien vi le mat con, 
ma mbi hai ngay dem sau do, khi da phan thua d- 
pc thi ca ngbi thing Ifin ke bai deu mat may bien 
dang. Gifia huong canh chung nbc soi lira bong nh 
the, ching dam mang gi mot chuyen ve que, toi 
chi xin doc rao vao pho de rai non chuc la th cua 
anh em dong dpi ngbi Ha Noi da gui gim. Toi 
muon trao th tan tay cac gia dinh de cb the nhan d 
pc ngay th hoi am mang ngpc vao don vi cho linh 
ta sbng. Lua ngay Noel, cap tren thuan cho tranh 
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thii. Han den trbc 0 gift phai trb ve trinh dien. 

Toi vao thanh pho, ddi ma chifcu. Ma phiin mua 
dong buon ba. Mai nha, long ddng, vom cay mot 
mau tham 6't. Xe co phong rat nhanh, ngdi di bo 
gap hoc. 

Mac dii khong biet pho nao vao vdi pho nao, lai 
om trong minh nhung chin la th, nhng thoat dau 
toi nghi khong viec gi phai lo. Chi can hoi tod mot 
dia chi, roi tir day lan lot nhb' ngod 6 dia chi tide d 
a minh den dia chi sau. Khong de, rot cuoc, ca 
chin phong th toi ddu phai lua vao phong qua khe 
cira. Ngay horn ay, dong nh ca Ha Noi da khoa 
trai cira, bo nha day ma di. 

Xong doc la th chot, troi da toi cam. Pho dai vdng 
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ngdt ngam minh trong ma, tu mu nhung vung den 
dong. Toi hoi dong ve Vong. Mot anh dan phong 
dien ling, van ao toi bat, tan tinh dim toi di mot 
doan kha dong. Den nga ba no, tide khi chia tay, 
anh chi xuong cap ray ddng tau dien chay sat ben 
via he va bao toi cu bam theo do ma di la den. 

Sup mu coi xuong, dung co ao len, toi lan sau vao 
trong man ma phiin mb mong ddi trdi dem lanh 
buot. Hai vet ray loang dt chdng khac nao mot loi 
mon doc dao xuyen qua rung ram nha cira toi den. 
Thanh pho chien tranh nh ben bb virc, hun hut 
hoang v&ng. Toi aim ciii bde, thui thiii, te dai. 
Tham tham noi nhau nhung chang ddng khuya 
khong anh sang den, khong mot bong bo hanh, 
khong bong mot hang quan. Hoi thd lanh ngdt cua 
dem ma ngam vao tan cai da day toi trong rdng. 
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Cac khop xo'ng cong nhu'c cung do nh dang rdi ra 
ra va roi rung. Con sot am i tur chidu trcm dan len 
doc song lng, toi son gai oc, va khong ng6t rung 
minh. Dau oc cham chap chung chieng, dau goi 
nhirng muon khuyu xuong. Di cha doc may dong, 
toi da bat dau dem hoc. Man dem 6t at nh dong 
lai. Khong nhin thay gi troc mat suyt nira thi toi 
da xo ngoi toi va mat vao mot cai dau tau dien 
den ngom dau chet cung gifla long dong. 

Chuyenh choang, toi re len via he, roi lao dao tap 
vao doi mai hien mot ngoi nha. Rang va lop cop 
trong mieng, toi tira lng vao canh cira dong chat, 
roi tir tit trot ngoi xuong, ngoi phet len cai bac tarn 
cap 6t dam hoi ma va lanh nh mot cay noc da. Ret 
mot buot tim, toi ren hir hit va roi cung khong ren 
noi nua. Cung khong sao ghim lai doc con run, cii 


94 


run ban len, run mai, run cam cap. Than nhiet ciia 
minh luc nay co le chi con bang voi ngoi dang 
ngac ngoai, cai dau da te cong cua toi 16 d6 nghi, 
khong kheo ma khon den noi roi, khong kheo ma 
la mot con ac tinh. Nhutig ng6i bi sot ret ac tinh 
nam chet tren vong giira rung sau, con minh thi 
chet ngoi, chac the, va se hoa thanh tang da co ro 
tr6c cira nha ngoi ta. 

Tren dau toi, mai ton rach nat run ban bat. D6i ma 
vdn gio. Gio pha ma vao tan thfcm. Da 6t lai 6t 
them mot lot nira, toi tho hat, mat may xay xam. 
Biet la can phai doc toan lire binh sinh ma dung 
day va b6c di, song het roi, nghi luc da te bai. 
Sinh luc xuong nhanh nh mire n6c trong mot cai 
binh bi dap vo day, su song trong toi xoay tron 
mot vong va tir tir, lang le lat nghieng. Dung khi 
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do sau lng toi cira ket md. Toi nghe thay nhng ma 
khong y thd'c doc tieng dong ay. Con choang ngat 
gan nh la mot ndi yeu mem, mot su buong loi, nh 
the mot tieng thd phao, nhe nhang du toi ra khoi 
toi... 

Thai gian ngng lai khong biet la trong bao nhieu 
lau. Toi tit tir md mat. Tam trf dau xuong d dau do 
ben ria mot vang anh sang rat md. Van con bong 
benh, van con u u minh minh, song toi biet la luc 
nay minh da d trong mot can buong chtr khong 
phai dang d giua chung con me sang. Tdng phong 
hinh nh la quet voi mau ve nhng ma co le do lau 
ngay nen mau voi da bpt. Tran nha u toi. Khong 
kin am sue mui dau long nao. Toi khe dung cua. 
Ddi lng, nan gidng ot et. Ngdi toi u trong chan, 
dau ke tren goi. Yen tinh, kho rao va am ap den 
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kho tin. Toi trd minh. Tit tren chiec ban con ke d 
goc buong, ngon lira den dau nho liu diu im lim 
toa ra mot quang sang til dong mau vang due. 
Tlch tac deu deu trong dem vang tieng dong ho de 
ban mot minh ra rich vdi thdi gian. Chqt nhd den 
gid giac, toi giat minh, ren len. 

- Oi, anh ... - Mot ban tay nao do em ai ap 
vao ma toi, va mot giong noi se se, nhd nhe, thi 
tham - Oi, anh tinh roi. Oi, em lo qua... 

Tim nh the dirng dung lai, lai nh the dap loan xa, 
toi ngay ngdi. Chuyen gi the nay nhi, co gai nao 
the nay ? 


- Toi... - Mai mbi md mieng noi, toi noi, nh¬ 
ng ap ling, ldi riu vap, chdng noi gi doc - Toi d 
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dau day... day la dau ? 


- Day la nha em ma anh, - Ban tay co gai 
nhe nhang da lot len tran toi - Anh la khach cua 
em ma. 

Toi co dinh than, co lay she, thd doc, va nang 
nhoc xoay ngoi sang phi a chu nha. Co ngoi d mep 
giong, nhng gong mat lai liii khoi viing chieu sang 
cua ngon den. Toi chi thay doc hai bd vai vdi mot 
phan mai toe cua co buong xoa. 

- Anh vSn con hoi sot day, nhng vay la do 
nhicu roi. May qua di mat. Chu cu nh I lie thoat 
dau thi so qua. Oi luc ay anh lam em het ca hon. 

- Nguy roi... - Thfcu thao toi noi - Qua phep 
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mat roi... Toi, toi phai di day... 


- Oi kia anh, anh da di dau doc the nao doc 
anh. Ra ngoai ret bi lai con nguy hon. Vdi lai 
quan ao cua anh phai hong bep luc nua chii cha 
mac doc dau, con am him. 

- Cai gi ? Toi hoang hon, sue tinh, da tay rd 
nhanh len diii len nguc. Ngdi toi tai dai di, nhung 
muon co rum lai. Ddi tarn chan bong, thang toi da 
hau nh tran trui! 

- Bay gid de em xuong bep da chao len anh 
an nhe, - Than nhien, co gai noi, se sang diing 
day, rdi khoi gidng - Bo quan ao em de canh goi, 
anh mac tarn. Cung la do bo doi day. 
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Noi doan, khong cam theo cay den, co quay lng di 
ra phfa cira, hoc mo trong bong toi. Toi tung chan, 
ngoi nhom day. Tir trong chan hoi dau gio nong 
hue pha ra cay mat. Toi xo voi xo vang quan ao. 
Bo to chau hang mui bang phien, con moi va kha 
vira vdi toi. Dang hoang trong quan phuc, toi nh 
lay lai doc sinh khi dau rang toan than van dau 
nhir, dau oc vang vat, va trong tai, phan con lai 
cua con sot van dang keu o o. 

Nhng mac du nhoc met den the toi van kip ngiri 
thay lap tuc mui chao nong khi co chii nha con 
cha vao han trong buong. Co b6c di rat nhe, doi 
guoc cham rat khe tren san g6. Co de mam xuong 
ban va van cao bac den len. 
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- Tanh ma roi anh a, - Co noi, va khong hieu 
sao, lai tho dai. 

Trong nhap nhoang tranh toi tranh sang cua can 
phong, toi lang nhin. Ngoi con gai xa la tuyet voi 
ay nh the mot ao giac hien thoang len troc mat toi, 
mot ao giac tuyet tran, xinh dep va hifcn diu. Xinh 
dep va hien diu, gong mat, cap mat, doi moi, thuc 
the, mac du that ra toi da khong the kip nhin ro 
co. Boi vi, gib cua thanh pho' nay da diem. Chi 
trong nua phan cua mot tich tac, troi dat khong 
kip tro tay, khong kip ca den rung minh. 

Mot cai gi do kinh khung, mot cai gi do choang 
hon, nh mot nhat chem sa, dot ngot xe toac su tinh 
lang ra lam doi. Chiec phan luc trinh sat, chi mot 
chiec thoi, bat than cat ngot mot dong bay sam 
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set, khoan thung thinh khong, la sat san sat mai 
ngoi nhQng ngoi nha, tuot doc song lng thanh pho. 
Trong phong, ca den anh den dau cung nh chet 
lang di, nin thd... 

- Hinh nh qua roi, - Co gai len tieng, gan nh 
thi tham, va run run, phac mot nu chi nhpt nhat - 
Hinh nh no chi doa. 

- 6, - Toi noi - No chi la mot thang tham bao 
bay vung danh len ma thoi. Dung... 

Toi dinh tran tinh co, dinh bao rang khong viec gi 
phai so thi rung rpn coi bao dong ru len, cop Idi 
toi. Mac du qua may dem roi da nghe quen, va 
mac du da don trdc, tieng coi vfm lam toi lanh ca 
tim. Dong nh cha dem nao ldi canh bao cua chet 
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choc lai vang len d<5 so den nhdng ay. Hu len, gao 
len, tham thiet, quay cuong, nhirc nhoi, nh cao nh 
xe, khien ngoi ta nhirng muon thet len theo. Va 
B52, B52, B52... B52 dang tien vao, loa phong 
thanh khan thiet cap bao, giuc gia. B52. Cach Ha 
Noi chin moi cay so. Tam moi cay so. 

- Bon My ! - Toi noi - Chung no dang vao. 
Thang My vita nay la thang bay mb dong. 

- Vang. B52 day. Lai mot dem nira. 

- Phai ra ham thoi! - Toi khong nen noi hoi 
hop - Chung no vao sat roi. Mau len ! 

- Nhng, anh thay trong ngoi the nao? - Co 
gai thd dai, day ve lo au tre tho - Ngoai trdi ret 
lam. 
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Cam giac lam nguy dot ngot trb nen nhu'c buot. 
Mieng toi nh kho di, hong that lai, trong ngirc nen 
thinh thinh. Xa nay linh tmh khong khi nao danh 
lira toi. 

- Anh phai an di mot ty da. Cho nong... 

- Khong ! - Toi noi, giong khan han - Nong 
nguoi gi. Bom xuong bay gib day. Rai tham vao 
day day ! 

- Sao anh biet ? - Co gai thot len kinh ngac 

- Ngiri thay chtr con sao! Mau len! Ra ham! 
- Toi sdng giong, nh quat. 

Thoi tat ngon den, co gai ndm lay co tay toi keo 
nhanh ra khoi buong. Sir cang thang noi toi da 
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truyen sang co nbi hai himg. Co thb hon hen. 
Tieng guoc go mau mau, gap gap. Chung toi 
xuong cau thang, sau do con phai qua mot hanh 
lang rat hep, am bt va sau hun hut, roi mbi ra den 
ngoai dbng. Trbi da tanh ma, va man dem thi nh 
co phan nao quang ra trong bau khong khi trong 
suot rbn rqn. Gina long dbng, trbc cira nha, cai 
dau xe dien vfin lu lu day nh mot chiec tau mdc 
can. 

Cai ho ca nhan bang xi mang due, mieng mb ra 
den ngom b mep via he. 

- Chung minh ra ham cong cong di anh, - Co 
gai noi trong hoi thb gap - Nhu'ng cai ho tron nay 
em chang bao gib dam xuong. Dbi do day nbc. 
Rqn chan lam. 
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- Lai con the! - Toi gat. 


- Ngay kia thoi ma, anh. Vbi lai b do dong 
ngdi, do so. 

Chung toi hoc lao di, ngoc chieu gib thoc. Ca 
thanh pho da an minh. Tren mat dat chet lang, chi 
con tro vo co hai chung toi, song doi nhau trong 
nbi kinh hoang. Thai khac tQng giay timg giay 
mot nh bi nuot di ma chang dong tron chay thi 
hau nh khong cung. Mot nga ba. Roi nua mot nga 
t. Cai ham cong cong cua co gai dau mai khong 
thay. Ma vi vdng doi guo'c nen co nang khong 
chay dpc. Vbi lai, trdi oi co chay cung khong kip 
nQa roi. Yung ngoai vi da khai hoa. Cac tran dia 
phao 100 ly dong loat cat tieng gam. Chop giat 
sang loe. Va ten lira, ten lira, timg cap, timg cap re 
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tran may, am am lao len, vach nhung luong do 
rue. Nhng, giua sam set cua quan ta dang cap tap 
giang don, bang kinh nghiem mau xcmg va sir 
song chet rui may cua mot thang linh chien trong, 
toi da nghe thay tQ tren dinh trod dem tham tham 
cai ma tai toi con cha the nao nghe thau, cai ma 
linh tinh da bao tide. Va toi biet, vdi hai chung 
toi, the la het. Bom roi. Bom se phang chinh dien 
doan dong nay. 

Dung luc nay, so phan lai tan nhan dat chung toi 
lot vao giua mot quang pho ra't dai ma hai ben d- 
dng khong hfc co nha cira chi co hai chang her tong 
cao chay lidn mot mach. Va ddd anh chop cua 
nhung dong dan cao xa toi khong thoang thay 
chut ham ho nao b ca hai ben via he. Mot toa do 
tuyet vdi cua cai chet. Co co rao them len vai moi 
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hoc chan nun cung the thoi. 


- No cat bom roi ! - Tbi noi, va ndm nhanh 
lay khuyu tay co gai, keo co dung dung lai. 

- Kia anh. Chi doan nun thoi! 

- Khong kip dau, - Toi thong tha noi, binh 
tinh den ghe ngbi - Bom dang tilting xuong day 
day. Nam xuong mau len di. Va dung co hoang. 

Co gai ngoan ngoan nltm ap xuong canh toi, doi 
chan hue tong gach. Han la co rat hoang mang, 
nira tin nira ngb trdc lbi kh&ng dinh chet ngcri ay 
cua toi. Song, chi mbi giay nu'a khong hon, toi 
biet, tham bom se cham da't. B52, nhu'ng con 
khung long gibi sau dat tham ay, toi con la gi. 
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Trong kia, chiing bay ban ngay b do cao vira phai, 
doi hinh khi sau chiec khi ba chiec, lung lung can 
qua trbi, cay vao thinh khong nhu'ng luong dai 
khoi dac, 6 6 doi bom nh ma tbi. Nhu'ng giot ma 
bom co the xo do mot rang nui, co the chon song 
mot dong song, vam nat mot dai ngan. Con bay 
gib thi khong phai la ma ma la ca mot trbi bom 
dang giang xuong. Va khong phai nui khong phai 
rung ma la nha cira, pho xa. Bau trbi bao la tot do 
hung tan. Thanh pho thi nho nh long ban tay. Sire 
huy diet thi tbi da, va mang ngbi mong manh biet 
may. Tbi nghi. Ngbi gong len, cang nhirc, chb dpi. 

Nhng, tbi hau nh khong nghe thay tieng no. Mac 
dii da don trbe, vim ctr bi bat ngb. Thinh linh, tbi 
tarn mat mui. Mat dat rung minh, rbn len. Khong 
gian meo lech di. Roi cai gi do nong bong, rue 
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lira, nhon hodt, va tung toe, dap vao mat. Hoi bom 
nong dac xbc day phoi. 

Co gai lan sat vao toi. Tim sir che chb, co nep sat 
tarn than lanh cong vao ngbi toi, thb sat vao 
khuon mat te dai nhng ddm mo hoi cua toi. Toe co 
tung xoa ra. 

Lai mot day bom nua, lan nay nh ngay a ben kia 
bb tong. Dat da, xi mang, gach ngbi, nha cira ciing 
mot luc no tung. Trod dat ro'ng keu, ren vang nh 
gang vo. Song xung kich ao qua ap lai. Chet nay! 
Chet nay. Chet- et - et..! Toi nghien rang om ghi 
lay co gai, dpi cai chop mat cuo'i ciing tan xong 
nat thit. Bom a a roi, hii vang, man rp, no noi vao 
nhau ro ro. Cu mPi luong tieng no va hoi bom 
quat toi, than the chung toi cang xohn vao nhau. 
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Nhir tir vi she ep, ca hai db dan, ngat ng. 

Thinh linh, cai chet nha mong vuot. Bau trbi nh 
sap cira danh sam mot cai. Roi hang di, lang phac. 
Tieng no cua qua bom cuo'i ciing dap tat moi tieng 
no. 

Chung toi van nam, om riet lay nhau. Ca hai da 
hoan toan te liet, khong the nao y thiic dpc, khong 
the nao cam nhan noi cai su song sot ngoai du 
kien nay. Lang di nh the kha lau, co gai mbi dung 
cua than minh, dubi ngbi ra khoi toi. 

Cham chap, toi do co dirng day. Mot ben vai ao 
rach toang, toe xoa roi, anh mat so hai, co luong 
cuong qub qub chan tim doi guoc, khong biet de 
lam gi cai doi guoc cao got ay. Khoi dac trbi la la. 
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Mui thuoc bom khet chay. Trdi may bam do. 

Trong tai da do tieng u, toi nghe thay a dau do 
phfa trdc, rat gan, day len tieng keu cim. Roi ca 
doan pho am am len huyen nao. Tit phia sau, ram 
rap mot dam dong do tdi vdi cube xeng, xa beng, 
vdi cang thong, hoi ha tran qua. " Dung i ra the a! 
- Ai do gian gin quat len vdi tdi, gay gat, dau ddn, 
khan dac - Ham thi sap, ngdi thi chet, ngay trdc 
mat kia kia..! “ 

- Oi trdi oi, hinh nh chd ham cong cong, anh 
oi! d do bao nhieu la ngdi... - Co gai keu len thang 
thot. 


- Anh phai lai do gop mot tay. Em ve trdc di. 
Anh ve sau ! - Tdi noi. 
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Va vung ra khoi tay co, tdi hoc toe chay bang theo 
dam dong. Vira chay vira ngoai lai, xua xua tay, 
gdn co het : " Ve di! Chd d nha!". Khi chay den 
sat bai bom, trdc khi cung moi ngdi lao khuat vao 
trong vung pho xa ngon ngang, tanh banh, ngap 
khoi, tdi con kip ngoanh nhin lai mot lan nua, va 
nhd the ma con doc nhin thoang thay qua man 
dem sdm mau lira cai hinh bong than yeu va h ao 
ay mot lan cuoi cung... 

Le ra thi day khong the la lan cuoi cung, bdi vi le 
ra thi tdi da trd vfc doc ngdi nha ay, vao lai doc can 
phong hoi dem ay va gap lai doc ngdi con gai ay 
cua tdi. Khi do da bao yen tCr lau va trdi da sang 
han. Cii theo ddng tau dien, con ddng mon doc 
dao hoi dem, tdi rao bde quay trd lai ngdi nha. 
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Thoat tien, toi ch&ng de tam, chi lang lang hoc 
tranh len via he. Buoi sdm mai gia lanh, pho xa 
tha ngdi, cai dau xe dien gia lao va sac mui ri sat 
ay khong buon thuc chuong, tha sue lao uynh 
uynh, hang banh sat nen ram ram, rit len, toe lira. 
Dong co dien ruee choi tai. Nhng no vira vut qua 
thi lap the toi sung ngdi, nh the bi mot roi vut 
thang vao tim, sue tinh song chet lang di. 

Pho dai hun hut, thang tap, khong co loi re. Doc 
hai ben ddng nha lien nha, san sat va hoan toan 
don dieu, nha nao cung y nha nao. Mot mat tidn 
am dam cau co ddi mot mai hien lop bang nhimg 
tam ton ri. Mot cira ra vao va mot bac tam cap bde 
thang xuong via he. Trdc nidi nha dfcu co mot cai 
ho tron bang xi mang due san. Tau dien da chay 
roi, vat chuan doc nha't da di dong, nen gid day 
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difcu duy nhat toi con co the xac dinh doc la ngdi 
nha ay nam d phia via he ben nao. Song ben nao 
ma chang the. Map mb, troi sut, lenh lang nhung 
vung ndc dong trdc nhung bac thfcm. Nhung mai 
hien dot nat. Nhung mang bd tdng. NhQng cay 
bang. Nhimg cay cot dien... 

Khong con thdi gian nun, nhng hoi lau, nh the 
nham nhap ndi tuyet vong, toi van ctr bde thap b- 
dc cao dao di dao lai nhin vao cira nhttng ngdi 
nha, nhin vao mat nhung ngdi td trong do di ra. 
Cho den khi lai mot chuyen tau dien leng keng 
chay tdi toi mdi danh chiu khuat phuc. Mat may 
van nhem nhuoc tro than, tay chan xay xat, quan 
ao ta toi va van con loang lo vet mau cua nhimg 
ngdi bi nan trong dem, tdi nang nhoc le bde, dau 
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-DK-etd^is Khac Dau Man Thuyen 


cui gSm, men theo cap ray xe dien, di ve phfa cira 

6 . 

Tro ve sau chien tranh, khi hoa hoan co dip vao 
qua Ha Noi thi toi vfin chi mot loi mon xe dien ay 
de di. Cir di the thoi, chiing phai de tim thay mot 
cai gi, cung chdng phai la de di den dau. Lan gan 
day nhat xuong ga Hang Co, toi mat dau con dong 
mon. Ha Noi da xoa bo tau dien. Pho xa huy 
hoang. Nha cira dep de. Doi song sung song... 

Co le den mot ngay nao do, ngdi ta kho long hinh 
dung noi da co thoi chinh thanh pho nay da trai 
qua nilCrng canh ngo nh toi da timg thay hai chuc 
nam vfc trdc, khi toi con rat tre. 
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War and Love: An Elegy of Compassion and Redemption 

By Nguyen Thi Ha An 

Civil wars are in the category of upmost sadness, as people in the 
same family fight against each other, as the whole nation is ruined, 
as each family is broken, and each soul is irreversibly traumatized. 
After 43 years, Vietnam War still overshadows all Vietnamese, even 
if they do not have first-hand experiences or never set foot on this 
land. 

The Sorrow of War by Bao Ninh is one of the rare novels in 
Vietnam that touches upon the severity and reality in Vietnam War. 
It was forbidden and shelved for more than a decade. The author 
participated in the war until North Vietnam declared victory. 
However, he doesn’t praise triumph nor critize failure. Instead, 
he presents the reality war with personal experiences. This work 
depicts destructions and devastations that wars leave on mankind, 
nature and every person. Wars destroy hopes, dreams and futures. 
Wars cause separation, sorrow and despair. 

The Sorrow of War is also named The Destiny of Love. Seemingly 
unable to coexist, war and love, in fact, continue to confront each 
other. Love drifts in war, and lasts after wars annihilate everything. 
Before, during and after war, love is always the source of life, but 
legacies of war still devour our souls and bodies. 

The Sorrow of War records memories of a warrior. Continuous or 
fragemented, these memories reflect on parts of his life. The 
story speaks out lament, love, marvel, despair, fright and dismal. 
It wanders between reality and fantasy, life and death, as well as 
past and future. Among all Vietnam War novels, regardless of North 
Vietnamese, South Vietnamese, or American perspectives, The 
Sorrow of War is the most profound, painful, ruthless, pessimistic, 
and also optimistic one. The 17-year-old protagonist, Kien, and his 


122 


first love, Phircrng, retreat from student life, and shift into war. 
Kien leaves his painter father who often describes devils. He 
listens to communist mother to be preservere, parts from the 
first lover, and joins the war with heroic aspiration. He eventually 
returns from duty, slaughter, victory and survival, but he can never 
flee from loneliness, confusion, or weakness. He is unable to 
escape from grief left by his father, who burns all paintings before 
death. 

To Bao Ninh, war is full of loss and brutality. “War is without 
gate or home. It’s full of pain, degradation, and displacement. 
It's without men or women. It's sad and numb, and it’s the most 
terrifying extinction to mankind.” Peace is nothing sacred. “What, 
peace? Peace just fucking grows from blood and flesh of countless 
fellow soldiers. Only a few bones are left. People who are left 
in the bamboo groves in the mountains really deserve to live.” 
Humans rush into war, ideal, and other climaxes in life, as if insects 
dash into fire for light. They are mesmerized, so they forget those 
bricks, pebbles and sands that fortify life. Kien, like millions of 
others, is obsessed with the designated and frightening war path. 
When humanity is absent, warriors kill for ideal, honor or so- 
called higher goals. Kien leaves home and spends his life for war 
and ideal. When he finally pauses, he realizes life is disappearing, 
outflowing and leaving him. This monologue unveils a bloody 
truth. Once trumped by the great fatherland and ideal, those trivial 
and ordinary details in daily life, such as eating, drinking, sleeping, 
playing, joy, sorrow, sorry, pain, and memory, will never be reborn. 
In other words, people are separate from life. 

War creates a world full of death and fright. It seems that only 
men wage wars. They take actions, but they are not practive. In 
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comparision, women seldom appear, but they take proactive stance. 
Women symbolize love and compassion. Women in this novel, 
including Hanh who Kien experiences the first intimacy with, Hoa 
who sacrifice life for others, Hien who are disabled and sick due 
to war, and the mute woman who becomes a harbor for the lonely 
Kien after war. They all embody love and compassion. Women 
and their wisdom question life and war much earlier than men. 
The 17-year-old Phuong already asks, “Is it really that different 
between war and peace, or college and army? What constitutes a 
good or terrible life? Is it more noble to join army at 17 years old 
than to study in college?”. Phircrng surpasses death and killings to 
take Kien away from Death, and bond Kien with love forever. They 
women do not hold on to anyone’s destiny. They are destiny. Their 
love is the only permanence that survives after war. 

Some of the most pessimistic and optimistic aspects in The 
Sorrow of War include self-esteem and heroic quality in men, as 
well as comfort, endurance and potential in women. Through the 
possibility of love and childbirth, women generate lives, but they 
do not have tools or power to safeguard their lives. In contrast, 
men have the possibility of love, but not childbirth. Men use their 
power to waste life, as if a reaction to the fact that they cannot 
give birth to life. It’s the deepest and most pathetic contradiction 
in mankind, forcing people to directly face love, life and death. 

The novel focuses on the reality in war, and challenges victory 
claims by Vietnamese government. Even though the war is over, 
families and individuals do not win. They are unable to return 
to life before war. They have lost their families, relatives, friends, 
lovers, children, and all things meaningful to their lives. Wars 
create serious psychological impacts to each person, and influence 
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how people can cover the past, handle the reality, and embrace 
future. War memories are haunting, and those traumas and sorrows 
may only be healed by love. Love is the source and potential 
protection of life. 

The Sorrow of War (or The Destiny of Love), is fundamental about 
confrontation between equally powerful love and war. While love 
generates holiness, compassion and life, war is brutal, intolerant, 
and annihilative. In this continuous fight, war has murdered and 
destroyed everything, from flowers, plants, human corpses to 
human souls. However, the author stays optimistic and believes 
that even the most devastating war cannot eliminate love. He truly 
understands the essence of love and war. In the elegy of war, love 
delivers compassion and redemption. 


Translated by Leonard CHIEN 
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Nguyen Thj Ha An was born in 1982. She is the professor of the department of 
Vietnamese literature at Ho Chi Minh City University of Pedagogy, and PHD candidate 
of the department of Chinese literature at the National Chengchi University (NCCU). 
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Emily Shin-Jie LEE (English Editor) graduated from the Department of Anthropology, 
National Taiwan University. She currently lives in Taipei where she works in Arts 
Management. She has served as a translator and interpreter for international film 
festivals in Taiwan as well a coordinator for various art events. She continues to apply 
anthropological techniques as a participant observer in the contemporary image and 
visual arts scene. 
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